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L i b r a r y  H o u r s 
 

c 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10:00 a.m. ñ 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Friday, Saturday 

10:00 a.m. ñ 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday  1:00ñ5:00 p.m. 
 

Open 10 a.m.-1 p.m. December 31 &  

closed January 1 & 2 for New Yearõs;   

closed January 16 for M. L. King Day,  

February 13 for Lincolnõs Birthday,  

& February 20 for Presidentõs Day. 

 

For more information, please  

go to www.bethellibrary.org  

or call us at 203-794-8756. 
 

Between the LinesBetween the LinesBetween the Lines   

 

The Newsletter The Newsletter The Newsletter of  theof  theof  the   Bethel Public LibraryBethel Public LibraryBethel Public Library    
 

                                                              Winter  2012 Jan./Feb./Mar. 

  

 

T 
he place to be happy is 

here! So reads the in-

scription on the recently 

installed sun dial at the Libraryõs 

main entrance. Thank you to the 

Bethel Garden Club for this gen-

erous gift! There were many rea-

sons in 2011 for both patrons and 

those associated with the Library 

to be happy.  As we look forward 

to 2012, here are a few highlights 

from the past year. 

     There were many happy pa-

trons who visited the Library 

during 2011, but maybe not more 

than those who discovered us 

during the aftermath of both 

Hurricane Irene and Winter 

Storm Alfred. The Library was 

one of the places they could go to 

access the Internet, charge their 

laptops and cell phones, and 

(during Alfred) have heat.  Many 

grateful patrons publicly ex-

pressed their gratitude, and we 

appreciate them doing so! 

     The Library Board of Directors 

reached its Capital Campaign goal, 

and the building project to finish 

the second floor is under way. 

     Weõre in the pre-construction 

phase during which the architec-

tural and engineering plans are 

finalized, the construction budget 
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by Lynn Rosato  

is fine-tuned, and bid packages 

are prepared.  We hope construc-

tion will begin in the spring.  The 

Library will remain open during 

construction. 

     Although our campaign goal 

has been reached, the target was 

based on an estimated budget.  

We wonõt know the real costs un-

til the bids are received.  The 

Board is still fund raising, pursu-

ing grants, and accepting dona-

tions.  If you are thinking of do-

nating, Donor Wall plaques are 

still available for a gift of $500 or 

more, but any amount is greatly 

appreciated.  It all adds up! 

     A most generous gift of 

$10,000 was received for the Chil-

drenõs Library Collection Devel-

opment. The donation was made 

by Jonathan Fanton in memory 

of Shelly Arnhold, as a way to 

honor her father, and his dear 

friend, Mr. Henry Arnhold, on 

his 90th birthday. Mr. Fanton se-

cured matching funds for his per-

sonal gift from the MacArthur 

Foundation and the Newman 

Foundation. 

(Continued on page 2)  
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A Message from the Friends 

     2011 will not soon be forgottenɂÂÏÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÄȟȱ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ (ÕÒÒÉÃÁÎÅ 

)ÒÅÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÕÍÎ ÂÌÉÚÚÁÒÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÇÏÏÄȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ  

Bethel Public Library reaching its Capital Campaign goal to finish the second 

floor (with the help of a final donation from the Friends).   

     2012 brings hope that we will avoid more of Mother Nature's unwelcome 

pranks, but also great anticipation of the completion of the second floor. 

And so, a new phase begins.   

      As you may be aware, the Friends are responsible for funding many of 

ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ The expansion will increase their number and the space 

for more attendees.  As anyone who has attended a Library program can 

attest, space has been limited and even makeshift at times. So having areas 

designed specifically for programs and community use will be a real boost! 

     Your membership in the Friends as well as your patronage of our book 

sales make continued sponsorship of library programs possible and will be 

more important now than ever.   

     We'd like to remind everyone that now is the time to renew your Friends 

membership and to encourage your neighbors to join to keep our work go-

ing. Please plan on attending one of our General Membership meetings in 

January, April, July, and October (see  the facing  page for the details about  

the January meeting).  And don't worry if you haven't sent in your member-

ship forms yet, we will be happy to sign you up at the door.  

     The Friends wish you all a happy and healthy 2012. 

~Linda Curtis, President 

     Mr. Bob Speziale and his son, 

Andrew, presented a small bench 

painted with flowers, lady bugs 

and other creatures to the Chil-

drenõs Library. Andrew and his 

friends have been working on the 

bench since 2004! The boys, ages 

11ñ12, participate in the Bethel 

Buddy Walk, a one-mile walk 

that celebrates the many abilities 

and accomplishments of people 

with Down syndrome. This won-

derful gift will make a great addi-

tion to the soon-to-be finished 

Childrenõs Library. 

     You, too, can show your sup-

port by speaking up on behalf of 

the Bethel Public Library. Tell 

everyone you know what a won-

derful and unique resource the 

Library is every chance you get. 

Encourage your friends and 

neighbors to become Library pa-

trons and Library advocates. Let 

the Board of Selectmen and the 

Board of Finance know how im-

portant the Library is to you and 

your family. Write a letter to the 

editor on behalf of the Library. 

Learn more about how the Li-

brary operates. Attend programs, 

read the newsletter, visit the 

website and use the resources 

provided there for you, become a 

Friend of the Library, and help 

the Library Board with its fund 

raising efforts. 

     We are grateful to all who ap-

preciate and support the Library 

on a regular basis. Your input 

helps us to improve our services 

and make the Bethel Public Li-

brary a better place for everyone.   

(Directorõs Column continued) 

BUDDY WALK BENCH  
Bethel Buddy Walk volunteer Bob Speziale, Childrenôs Librarian Joanne 
Grumman, Library Director Lynn Rosato, and Andrew Speziale (seated). 
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SPONSORSHIP : 

Friends of the Bethel Public Library  

Linda Curtis  

Newtown Savings Bank  

 

DONOR  WALL : 

Tim & Marty Bishop  

Jane Bickford  

Vincent P. & Maureen L. Nero  

M. T. Vaghi Family Trust  

Robert & Susan White  

 

GENERAL : 

Tom & Marjorie Brown  

Thomas Bruenn  

Saverio & Eileene Carlone  

David, Jr. & Nancy Deakin  

Janet Dearth  

Joseph & Cynthia Farris  

Steve Hine  

Ruth Kahn  

Howard S. Jeannette Lasher  

Trisha Lewis  

William & Beverly Siegel  

John Stankevich  

J. Michael Struna & Patricia Porter  

Sandra Weinberg  

Lynda M. Willingham  

 

Weôve met our goal, but your support is 

still needed. Please consider joining these  

generous contributors so we can truly  

finish the Bethel Public Library.  

Call 203-794-8756 ex. 6, or visit   

bethellibrary.org/support/support.htm  

CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN   

 RECENT  CONTRIBUTION S 

Thank You!  

 

 

Please Join Us at the Please Join Us at the Please Join Us at the 

Friends Annual Meeting!Friends Annual Meeting!Friends Annual Meeting!   
 

January 19, 2012  
7:00 p.m.  

in the historic Seelye Room 
 

Friends members are  
welcome to attend a  

    complimentary wine and 
cheese reception prior to the meeting.   

       We will welcome new members  
to sign up at the door! 

 

Guest speaker: Orlando Busino, cartoonist 
well known for his character "Gus."   

Mr. Busino will share some of his classic 
 cartoons as well as recalling his work  

at the Saturday Evening Post.   
 

Space is limited. Space is limited. Registration is required Registration is required 

for the reception, program, or both for the reception, program, or both   

by calling 203by calling 203--794794--8756 x6.8756 x6.  


